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ENDLING traces the fraught and intimate bond between a woman and
her late grandfather, drawing from lived experience to examine
intergenerational trauma, coercive control, and the messy
inheritances carried through a family line. Though it confronts heavy
material, the work is delivered through a heightened poetic form that
allows for lightness, humour, and moments of childlike play. The text
moves with pace and clarity, holding the weight of its subject matter
while refusing to be defined by it.

A single performer navigates a world shaped by a live chorus of male
bodies. Their breath, vocalisation, and percussive movement generate
the sonic environment she must move through - part memory, part
resistance. They operate as soundscape and antagonist, a living
embodiment of legacy, dominance, and the echoes that persist long
after the source has gone.

The performance unfolds within an abstract, shifting design that slips
across time and space, evoking the unstable terrain of memory. Part
exorcism, part reckoning, ENDLING gives theatrical form to intangible
forces: emotional inheritance, buried stories, and the patterns we learn
before we have language for them.

As the performer summons and contends with her grandfather’s
presence - through recollection, myth, and embodied invocation - the
work asks: What can be transformed? What must simply be
witnessed? And what might be released when we dare to speak into
the silence?



WRITER’S NOTE

Coloured by everything in my world, ENDLING poured out of me like
flash flood and grew like a snowball, layering itself in all that
surrounded me. The playfulness of the language then led the way to a
deep almost subconscious place where childhood memories and
dreams played freely.

| am so excited to build a unique interplay between the text and the
choir. | see it like a new language that will bridge generational and
experiential divides and speak to the human child that lives on within
us all.

DIRECTOR’S NOTE

ENDLING is an example of how language can ferry us beyond our
quotidian experience. The rhythms lure us in, tease and surprise
us. The character is strong and fragile, the perpetrator is harsh,
damaged and out of his depth. The narrative is unconventional,
but the family story is familiar; the form: unexpected. This is a
work of craft and substance. It captured me from the outset and
felt vital to champion.

Beck and | began work on ENDLING in 2022 after a collaboration
that has spanned many years. She has an extraordinary skill set,
and | believe the platform of ENDLING, supported by such an
outstanding production team, will enable her to create an
indelible experience in the theatre.
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