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MEDIA RELEASE: FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE | FEBRUARY 2026 

LA MAMA PRESENTS 

HEAD | THORAX | ABDOMEN
Playwright James Hazelden was visiting the Victorian College of the Arts, when he found 
himself locked in a stairwell with no access pass, no phone, and no way to escape. This 
became the genesis for Head | Thorax | Abdomen, a play that will have audiences on 
the edges of their seats when it arrives at La Mama Courthouse in April.

It’s a new and challenging kind of mystery - a Kafkaesque thriller that weaves together 
three seemingly disparate narratives into a single puzzle. Question is: can this puzzle ever 
be solved?

Three extremely unreliable narrators interact with an unseen voice, slowly revealing a 
darkly surreal riddle, its solution somehow always tantalisingly out of reach. Love, death, 
sex, fidelity, murder, sadness and revenge blend together into a Lynchian mindtrap. Part 
jet-black comedy, part postmodern thriller, part tragedy, Head | Thorax | Abdomen will be 
Melbourne’s most intriguing mystery this year.

JAMES HAZELDEN, WRITER AND DIRECTOR:
“We interact with anonymous people every day – phone calls, text messages, online – but 
we can never be sure who we’re really talking to. This play examines the willingness with 
which we give up our privacy and spill our secrets, even when we begin to suspect the 
person we’re interacting with may not have our best interests at heart.”

QUOTES ABOUT HAZELDEN’S PREVIOUS WORK:

“...takes the audience to some dark and twisted places, and what could be more 
entertaining than that?” - MY MELBOURNE ARTS

“... rather wonderfully, writer James Hazelden has unfolded the original story in new 
dimensions, hinting at greater mysteries...” - THE AUSTRALIAN

8-26 APRIL | La Mama COURTHOUSE | RUN TIME: 70MINS
FIND OUT MORE AT LAMAMA.COM.AU
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